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Descriptions of New COLEOPTERA of the Tnited States 
with notes on geographical distribution. 

BY JOHN L. LECONTE, M. D. 

lieistns piceas (Frohlich); Frohlichii Duftsch.; analis Dej. 
A specimen of this common European insect was found at Fitch- 
burg, Mass., and kindly given to me by Mr. H. G. Hubbard. 

Dyschirius salivagans. — Elongate, pale ferruginous, shining. Clypeus 
truncate, with the angles slightly prominent and rounded, sides of front rounded, 
distinctly separated from the angles of the clypeus; frontal impressions deep, 
rugose, connected by a deep transverse line, vertex slightly punctulate. Pro- 
thorax longer than wide, oblong oval, scarcely narrower in front. Elytra elon- 
gate, cylindrical with well marked slightly punctured striae, effaced towards 
the base, but not at the tip; dorsal punctures two, situated on the third stria; 
marginal stria abbreviated at the humerus. Front tibife scarcely denticulate, 
apical process longer than the terminal spur and curved. Length 4 mm.; .16 
inch. 

Great Salt Lake, Utah ; one specimen kindly given me by Mr. Ulke. 
Allied to D. pallipennis, but larger and more slender, with the sides 
of the front more rounded, and the angles of the clypeus more promi- 
nent and rounded, almost as in D. sellatus ; from which, however, it 
also differs by the more elongate form, and by the striae of the elytra 
effaced for a greater distance near the base. The head is not rugose, 
and only very sparsely punctulate. 

This is a very interesting addition to our fauna, carrying as it does, 
the distribution of the pallipennis group into the closed basins of the 
interior of the continent. 

Ilolciophorus serripes. — Oblong, elongate, black, not very shining. 
Prothorax scarcely longer than wide, quadrate, slightly narrowed behind, sides 
subsinuate near the base; basal angles rectangular; dorsal line deep, trans- 
verse impressions indistinct; basal impressions linear, distant, the inner one 
about one-fourth the length of the prothorax, the outer one short, adjacent to 
the angle; side margin narrow, broken by a few distant crenulations, base 
sinuate, margined only near the angles. Elytra with dentiform humeral angtes, 
and well reflexed margin, basal marginal line deep; striae deep, distinctly yet 
finely punctured; scutellar stria short, between the first, and second. Length 
15.3—18 mm. ; .6— .71 inch. 

% . — Last ventral segment with abroad triangular impression, and an elevated 
fold becoming broader towards the tip; middle and hind tibiae serrate on the 
inner edge; hind tarsi rather stout. 

9 • — Last ventral segment broadly impressed behind, with a short medial 
elevation not extending to the tip; middle and hind tibise not serrate; hind 
tarsi more slender. 
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One pair, collected by Mr. Jos. Willcox in Yosemite Valley, Cal. 
The hind tarsi are marked on the outer side of the first joint with two 
very fine and almost indistinct striae. This species bears a deceptive 
resemblance to Pterostichus tarsalis, and herculaneus, (which is not 
crenicollis Lee, as has been stated in consequence of some confusion 
of specimens), but is easily recognized by the impressed last ventral 
segment of both sexes, and the serrate tibiae of the % . 

CoproplliltlS Striatultis Er, Staphy. 816; Staphylinus striat. Fabr.,etc. 
A specimen of this rare European species was found by Mr. Pettit 
in Canada, and kindly given to me. 

Xalobius serricollis. — Depressed, piceous, covered with a dirt colored 
crust, densely punctured. Head with an acute elevated line each side from 
the front to the occiput, and two short elevated lines behind ; base truncate, 
hind angles rounded. Prothorax wider than the head, one-half wider than 
long, ovate, narrowed behind, sides broadly flattened, distinctly and obtusely 
serrate; disc with four fine elevated lines. Elytra with numerous striae and 
elevated lines, of which the humeral and submarginal are most conspicuous; 
the former becomes indistinct behind, and the latter in front. Abdomen 
sparsely finely pubescent. Length 3.4 mm.; .13 inch. 

Owen's Valley, California; Dr. Horn. Very different in specific 
characters from Z. spinicollis, though apparently belonging to the 
same genus. 

Colastus agavensis and yuccse Crotch, Trans. Am. Ent. Soc, both 
belong to Carpophilus ; the anal segment of the % is quite distinct; 
the first is allied to discoideus, the second to melanopterus. 

Dacne picea. — Oval elongate, convex, shining piceous, glabrous; head 
and prothorax finely not densely punctured, sides of the latter nearly straight, 
except towards the tip, where they are feebly rounded. Elytra more finely 
punctured, punctures not arranged in rows; humeri rufo-piceous. Beneath 
punctulate finely pubescent, antennae and legs ferruginous. Length .3 mm. ; 
.12 inch. 

One specimen, California. Quite distinct from our other two species 
by the finer punctuation, which on the elytra is not arranged in rows, 
by the absence of elytral spots, and by the sides of the prothorax 
nearly straight, converging in front. The elytra are also compara- 
tively longer. 

Mr. Crotch was quite correct in restoring the name Dacne Latr., 
(1790), to this genus and suppressing Engis Payk., (1798). 

HTPODACSE, n. g. 

I have established this new genus upon a small insect resembling in 
form, mouth, sternum, coxae and legs Dacne, but differing by the tarsi 
not hairy beneath, with the joints one to four shorter, closely united 
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so as to become difficult of detection ; and by the ninth joint of the 
antennae closely united with the tenth forming an obtuse compressed 
club; the eleventh is connate with the tenth, and not distinct. 

H. punctata. — Piceous shining, oval convex, not densely punctured, 
mouth antennae and feet paler. Prothorax twice as wide as long, gradually 
narrowed from the base forwards, slightly rounded on the sides, which are 
finely margined. Elytra more deeply punctured, punctures not arranged in 
rows. Tibiae slightly dilated, as in Dacne. Length 2.4 mm. ; .09 inch. 

Middle, Western and Southern States. Less elongate than Dacne, 
and more nearly resembling in outline a small Tritoma, {(Jyrtotriplax 
Crotch). The prothorax is scarcely perceptibly margined at base, 
which is broadly sinuate; the under surface is very sparsely punctu- 
late. The eyes are coarsely granulated. 

Triphyllus elongatus — Elongate, dark piceous, punctured and pubes- 
cent. Head with the front concave, and a small occipital impression. Pro- 
thorax wider than long, sides 'rounded, strongly margined, suberenulate, disc 
with two vague impressions, sometimes scarcely apparent; tip truncate, front 
angles rounded, hind angles rectangular. Elytra about four times as long as 
the prothorax, more strongly punctured, pale brown, usually darker towards 
the sides. Beneath densely punctured, mouth, antennae and legs piceous. 
Length 4 mm.; .16 inch. 
Alaska to California. 

Cyphon robustus. — Brown, clothed with short suberect pubescence. 
Prothorax twice as wide as the head, nearly three times wider than long, sides 
and apex rounded into a semielliptical curve, base bisinuate, sides somewhat 
reflexed, disc finely not densely punctulate. Elytra rather strongly punctured, 
with an obsolete sutural stria and three very indistinct dorsal costse. Antennae 
half as long as the body; second and third joints equal, united as long as the 
fourth. Length o mm.; .20 inch. 

New York ; one specimen kindly given me by Mr. Ulke. Larger 
and more robust than the other species in our fauna, resembling in 
form He/odes (Microcara) explanata, from which, however, it differs 
in other characters, both generic and specific. In view of the faintly 
marked elytral costse, 1 do not feel justified in considering this species 
as Elodts obscura Guerin, which remains unknown to American 
entomologists. 

Cyphon murinus Dej., which was not seen by Guerin, as far as 
I can judge by a MS. drawing by my father, is Dicranopselaphus 
nervosus. 

Eucinetns StrigOSUS. — Elongate oval, rather pointed before and behind, 
convex, shining black, very finely and scarcely perceptibly pubescent. Elytra 
with well marked distant transverse undulated lines; sutural stria deep, the 
others faint, effaced towards the base. Beneath finely and densely punctulate 
and pubescent, antennas and legs brown. Length 3 mm.; .12 inch. 
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Pennsylvania, Bedford Co., July, on oak. Quite different from 
Eu. terminalis and morio by the stronger and more distant transverse 
lines of the elytra. The form is also less elongate and the elytra are 
not red at the tips. 

Eucinetus pnnctulatas. — Elongate oval, rather more pointed behind, 
convex, dark brown, pubescent. Elytra very densely and finely punctured, 
without transverse striae; sutural stria deep behind, obsolete near the base; 
other strise wanting. Beneath finely punctulate and pubescent. Length 3 
mm.; .12 inch. 

One specimen, Detroit, Michigan ; Messrs. Hubbard and Schwartz. 
Very distinct by the finely and densely punctulate elytra, without 
dorsal stria?. 

Dictyoptera rnbripennis. — Black, shining; beak as long as the head, 
which is finely channeled, and also transversely impressed. Prothorax as 
wide as long, sides and tip separately rounded, so that the front outline is 
sinuous each side; disc deeply channeled, uneven each side, with an elevated 
oblique ridge running to the side margin near the hind angles, which are acute. 
Elytra bright red, pubescent, rugosely punctured, with the suture, side margin 
and four narrow diseoidal lines on each, slightly elevated. Antennae com- 
pressed serrate, with the second joint short; third a little longer than the 
fourth. Length 12.5 mm.; .50 inch. 

One J specimen, Colorado, Mr. B. H. Smith. The tibiae are flat- 
tened, somewhat dilated, and broadly concave. The dorsal channel 
of the prothorax extends to the tip, is wider at the middle, so as to be 
narrowly rhomboidal in form, and is again dilated at base, which is 
nearly straight. The antennae are half as long as the body, not 
strongly serrate. The muzzle or beak is longer and narrower than in 
D. perfacetus, though less so than in Lycus, and the elytral sculpture 
is somewhat different from both. 

Dictyoptera dimidiata. — Elongate black, very finely pubescent. Head 
feebly channeled, short, muzzle broad and rounded. Prothorax bright rufous 
trapezoidal, wider than long, channeled, side margins straight thickened, disc 
foveate near the front angles, deeply and broadly excavated each side near 
the base. Scutellum black. Elytra rufous for nearly half their length, then 
bluish-black; finely rugose, obsoletely striate. Antennae with the second joint 
two-thirds as long as the third, which is shorter than the fourth. Length 
7.5 mm.; .30 inch. 

One $ specimen, Mariposa, California; Mr. Thevenet. Similar in 
form and sculpture to D. perfaceta, and differing chiefly in color. 

IMctyoptera ruflcollis. — Black, prothorax bright red, elytra blue- 
black, finely rugose, substriate. Head concave between the eyes, muzzle 
broad and rounded. Prothorax much wider than long, trapezoidal, channeled, 
margins thickened, disc deeply foveate near the front angLes, very much 
excavated each side behind, and deeply impressed transversely behind the 
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middle; the much thickened side margin is also foveate about the middle. 
Antennae compressed, second joint one-half as long as the third, which is 
Scarcely shorter than the fourth. Length 9.5 mm. ; .38 inch. 

Colorado and Oregon. Also of the same elytral sculpture and 
general form as D. perfaceta, but with much shorter and more deeply 
excavated prothorax. 

Pleotomus. — A female of this genus was found by Mr. W. H. 
Davis at Cumberland Gap, Kentucky. It differs from two Texas 
specimens by the prothorax proportionally longer, and more narrowed 
in front. In the absence of a male, I am unwilling to indicate it as a 
distinct species. 

Elaphidion alienum. — Rather slender, piceous, thinly clothed with 
very long flying hairs. Prothorax nearly as wide as long, coarsely and deeply 
punctured, with three narrow smooth spaces ; sides broadly rounded. Elytra 
deeply and sparsely punctured, punctures becoming obsolete behind the middle, 
where only the usual distant piligerous punctures are visible; tip rounded, 
sutural spine small but distinct. Antennae nearly as long as the body, slender, 
joints three to six with slender spines diminishing in length, and without 
sensitive spaces. Length 14.5 mm.; .57 inch. 

One specimen, Arizona; Mr. C. V. Riley. A singular and easily 
recognized species, bearing a deceptive resemblance to Stenosphenus, 
on account of the sparse punctuation and long flying hairs. The 
prosternum is very coarsely punctured, and the mesosternum slightly 
convex. The ventral segments are very sparsely finely punctured. 
The eyes are as coarsely granulated as in other Elaphidia. It must 
be placed near E. irroratum. 

Purpnricenus magnificns. — Bright orange color, mouth, antennae, 
knees, tibiae and tarsi, black; head, prothorax and abdomen spotted with black. 
Elytra black, coarsely and densely punctured, with two broad orange-colored 
bands, connected by a 'narrow marginal line of the same color. Prothorax 
coarsely punctured, without lustre, lateral spine very strong; disc with five 
black tubercles, the two front ones being small. Length 38 mm. ; 1.5 inch. 

Arizona. I have seen but one $ of this beautiful addition to our 
fauna, which was given me by Mr. A. R. Grote. The antennae are 
about three-fourths the length of' the body and the outer joints are 
more compressed than in P. humeralis. The prosternum is rounded 
behind; the mesosternum is protuberant behind, then obliquely decli- 
vous. Besides the black spots mentioned in the above diagnosis, the 
trochanters and base of the thighs are also black ; the black spots of 
the head form a transverse band behind the eyes. 

The anterior orange colored band of the elytra is transverse, and 
extends along the suture to the orange colored scutellum, and along 
the side margin to the base ; the posterior band is oblique forwards, 
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commencing about one-fifth from the tip, and reaching the side margin 
behind the middle; the front outline is angulated near the side; 
the tip is obliquely and feebly subsinuate, and the sutural angle is 
rounded. 

I was inclined to place this species in Oxoplus, but the mandibles 
are not emarginate at tip. 

!.«'[»( lira anthraeina. — Elongate, black, finely pubescent. Prothorax 
a little longer than wide, gradually narrowed from the base forwards, slightly 
rounded on the sides, constricted near the tip; hind angles slightly laminate; 
disc convex, finely punctured, dorsal channel faint, posterior impression very 
deep, base sinuate margined. Elytra narrowed from the base, obliquely sub- 
emarginate inwards at the tip, outer angle of truncature acute, sutural angle 
obtuse; surface rather finely punctured, punctures not much stronger at base. 
Length 15 — 19.5 mm.; .6 — .77 inch. 

£. — Fifth ventral segment flattened at tip, with the angles prolonged into 
obtuse processes; last dorsal rounded at tip; antennas five-sixths as long as 
the body. 

£. — Fifth ventral segment slightly flattened at tip, and subtruncate; last 
dorsal subemarginate; antennas two-thirds the length of the body. 

One pair, Oregon. Allied to L. plagifera Lee, (New Spec. 224), 
but differs by the prothorax being narrower, less rounded on the sides, 
with the hind angles more produced. The terminal processes of the 
fifth ventral segment of the % are longer. I have not mentioned the 
difference of color as being of specific importance because in this 
group of the genus it has but little value. The fourth joint of the 
antennae is nearly as long as the fifth. 

Spalacopsis Stolata, Newman. 

Florida and Tixas. Well preserved specimens of this species, and 
of svffusa have the antennae hispid beneath with long bristles, from 
the third to the seventh joint. The first joint of the antennae in all 
the specimens before me is nearly as long as the head and prothorax. 
This species is hardly different from the Cuban Eutheia \\filum, and the 
latter genus for which the names Euthuorus Duval and Sj/stene Pascoe 
have been proposed should be suppressed. 

Tanartlirus salicola. — Depressed, ferruginous, opaque, very finely and 
densely punctulate, finely pubescent. Head large, hind angles rounded, vertex 
with a narrow indistinct smooth space, occiput with a very short impressed 
line. Prothorax cordate, constricted near the base, dilated in front, where it is 
scarcely narrower than its length. Elytra wider than the prothorax, dusky at 
base and tip, and with a faint dusky transverse band at the middle. Antennae 
with eleventh joint equal to the two preceding united, slightly constricted at 
the middle. Length 3 mm.; .12 inch. 

Great Salt Lake, Utah. I owe two specimens to the kindness of 
Mr. Ulke. Similar in form to T. salinus but much smaller and easily 
recognized by the head and prothorax as densely punctured as the 



AMERICAN COLEOPTERA. 175 

elytra, the more cordate prothorax, the dusky elytral bands and finally 
by the less elongated terminal portion of the eleventh joint of the 
antennae. 

Mecynotarsus candidns. — Very pale yellow, clothed with fine cinere- 
ous pubescence ; disc of prothorax nearly round, not longer than wide, horn 
with six rounded teeth each side, and an apical one; bicarinate at the base, 
without a short medial carina. Length 2 mm.; .08 inch. 

Columbia, S. C. ; Dr. Zimmermann. Less elongate than the Cali- 
fbrnian M. delicatulus Horn, with the carinas of the horn less distant, 
and the space between them not carinate. The elytra are uniform in 
color, without a central cloud. 

Mecynotarsus clegans. — Brown, densely clothed with depressed silvery 
pubescence, horn, disc of prothorax, sutural stripe as far as the middle of the 
elytra, transverse band about the middle and oblique band behind the middle 
sericeous brown; horn with two approximate carinas extending nearly to the 
tip, with three large teeth each side, and a still broader apical tooth. Length 
1.7 mm. ; .07 inch. 

Capron, Florida; Messrs. Hubbard and Schwartz; abundant on the 
seashore. The disc of the prothorax, as in M. candidus, is nearly 
globose, not longer than wide; the horn is a little shorter than the 
disc, and the teeth are much larger and stronger than in the other 
two species. 

Xylophilus impressus. — Brown, pubescent, head dusky. Prothorax 
subquadrate, broader than long, broadly rounded at the sides and tip; very 
finely punetulate, with a large fovea each side behind the middle. Elytra 
nearly one-half wider than the prothorax, elongate oval, transversely impressed 
near the base, finely punctured, dusky behind the middle. Antennae with the 
outer joints gradually a little wider; eleventh joint ovate, pointed. Length 
1.2 mm.; .05 inch. 

Texas, two specimens, Belfrage. Related to X. piceus, but smaller, 
with the thorax broader, and the impressions deeper and quite sepa- 
rate; the elytra more oval, and the antennae more slender, with the 
last three joints comparatively wider. 

Xylophilus ater. — Elongate, black, nearly uniformly densely punctured, 
clothed with rather long cinereous pubescence. Prothorax as long as wide, sides 
rounded in front, tip rounded, disc moderately convex, obsoletely channeled near 
the base. Elytra a little wider than the prothorax, oblong elongate, parallel, 
rounded behind, scarcely impressed near the base. Antennae rather stout, 
hairy, slightly thickened externally, last joint larger, ovate pointed. Length 
2 mm. ; .08 inch. 

One specimen, Texas, Belfrage. 

Xylophilus nebulostis. — Blackish-brown, opaque, finely pubescent. 
Head and prothorax very densely punetulate, the latter longer than wide, 
gradually slightly narrowed in front, feebly rounded on the sides. Elytra 
one-half wider than the prothorax, oblong elongate, sides parallel rounded 
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behind; base reddish-brown; a narrow acutely angulated transverse band of 
sericeous pubescence about the middle, and a similar cloud near the tip; sur- 
face coarsely and densely punctured. Antennae rather stout, hairy. Tarsi 
yellow. Length 2.5 mm.; .10 inch. 

^. — Hind thighs thickened, fringed beneath and broadly toothed; middle 
tibise bent, first joint of middle tarsi fringed; last joint of antennae as long as 
the three preceding united, but not wider; eyes large, front narrow. 

5> . — Legs simple; antennse gradually but strongly thickened externally, 
last joint but little longer than the preceding, pointed at tip; eyes smaller, 
front wider. 

Pennsylvania; Louisiana. Closely related to X. basalts, but the 
prothorax is of a different form ; the basal redness of the elytra is 
ill defined, and the angulated sericeous band, of which there is no 
trace in X. basalts is quite distinct. The sexual characters are alike 
in the two species. 

Xylophilns subfaseiatus. — Pale testaceous, thinly pubescent; head 
and prothorax finely punctured, the former dusky. Prothorax subquadrate, 
broader than long, feebly channeled towards the base. Elytra one-half wider 
than the prothorax, oblong, less elongate, rounded behind, strongly but not 
coarsely punctured ; they are marked with a blackish spot near the suture and 
another at the side margin. Antennse stout, joints turbinate, hairy. Length 
1.6 mm. ; .07 inch. 

% . — Antennse with the eleventh joint as long as the two preceding. 

J. — Antennae with the eleventh joint broader, ovate, acuminate. 

Middle, Southern and Western States. In one specimen the elytra 
are deeply transversely impressed at the middle. The eyes are widely 
separated and the front is wide in both sexes. 

Xylophilus brimnipennis. — Dark-brown clothed with cinereous pu- 
bescence. Head and prothorax finely and densely punctulate, the latter wider 
than long, sides rounded in front, apex rounded ; disc convex, with a transverse 
impression near the base. Elytra one-half wider than the elytra, oblong, sides 
parallel, rounded behind, testaceous, finely and deeply punctured, obliquely 
impressed near the base. Antennse stout, scarcely thicker externally, eleventh 
joint ovate, acute at tip. Length 1.8 mm.; .07 inch. 

S. Carolina, (Zimmerman n) ; Illinois, (Walsh); Texas, (Belfrage). 
I observe no sexual differences in the three specimens I have ex- 
amined. 

Xylophilus ventricosus. — Smoky brown, densely punctured, varied 
with angulated lines and spots of pale yellow. Prothorax nearly twice as wide 
as long, sides straight, hind angles obliquely emarginate. Elytra twice as wide 
as the prothorax, ventricose. Antennse slender, pale, outer joints a little thicker ; 
tibise and tarsi pale. Length 1.8 mm.; .07 inch. 

Southern States, two specimens. The pale markings of the head, 
prothorax and elytra are quite complex, and difficult to describe, but 
the peculiarly large and inflated elytra will enable the species to be 
easily recoguized The eyes are smaller, and the front wider than 
usual. 



